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Museum Van Loon has acquired its own niche in the world of contemporary art. Since 1996 the 
museum has organised an exhibition with contemporary artists every second year. Highlights were 
Home is Where the HeArt is (2000) with artists such as Martin Creed, Steve McQueen and Richard 
Wright and Le nouveau siècle (2006) with Michael Raedecker and Francis Upritchard. These 
exhibitions are an initiative of Philippa van Loon, who studied at the London School of Arts herself 
and has great affinity towards both contemporary art and the family house at the Keizersgracht. 
 
In May 2010 a solo exhibition with French artist Laurence Aëgerter will open. The museum has 
followed her work for some years as there is a direct link between Aëgerter who was raised in France 
but today lives in Amsterdam, and Philippa van Loon who nowadays lives in France with her family. 
Aëgerter feels at home in the Museum Van Loon, as it reminds her of her family home in France 
where, as an antiquarian’s daughter, she grew up amidst 17th and 18th century furniture. Her love of 
ancient objects led to her training as an art appraiser and working as an auctioneer at Christie’s. To 
Aëgerter the entourage of the majestic house and the history it contains serves as an ideal starting 
point for an exhibition. 
 
On the first floor she will show her photography series Le Louvre (2008) featuring visitors seen from 
the back whilst looking at Old Master paintings. Hanging on the walls of Museum Van Loon, these 
works will have an even stronger alienating effect than on regular plain white museum walls. Modern 
hairdos and clothes of today’s visitors form an exciting contrast with centuries old city vistas by 
Canaletto and still lives by Chardin. For the Beletage of the museum, Aëgerter will create new work 
with the historic house as inspiration. 
 
Laurence Aëgerter (1972, Marseille, France) studies Art History in Amsterdam and at the Rietveld 
Academy. The exhibition in Museum Van Loon is her first solo exposition in a Dutch museum. In 
2009 she had a solo exposition at the Institut Néerlandais in Paris, France; in january 2010 she will 
open in the Musée d'Art moderne et d'Art contemporain in Nice, France. (www.laurenceaegerter.com) 
 
 

Museum Van Loon, Keizersgracht 672, NL 1017 ETAmsterdam 
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Note to the editor: for more information and digital imagery please contact Tonko  Grever, curator; email: 
tonkogrever@museumvanloon.nl 


